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Oaks Celebrates 50 Years  
 #YouAreOurStory

As I look back at Oaks Integrated Care’s 50-year history, I could 
not be more proud to be the leader of this incredible organization. 

In fact, since I started my career here as an intern 30 years ago, I 
have grown with the organization for more than half of that time! 
Please join me for a walk down memory lane…

Fifty years ago in Moorestown, NJ, a small group of compassionate 
volunteers decided to bring their dream of a mental health organization to life. The vision 
for Family Service of Burlington County was broad yet simple- provide counseling and 
emergency intervention to adults, children and families in need 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

Using donated space, volunteers worked round the clock to offer counseling to families with 
nowhere else to turn. The earliest funding came in the form of fundraising- handmade knitted 
items were sold at an annual community bazaar. From these humble beginnings, Family 
Service continued to strengthen and grow under the leadership of our founder, Mary Wells,  
a true pioneer and relentless advocate for those living with a mental illness. 

Over the next few decades, Family Service continued to strengthen to meet society’s ever-
changing needs. Under the strategic leadership of CEO Bob Pekar, our organization continued 
to grow through two successful mergers with Steininger Behavioral Care Services and Greater 
Trenton Behavioral HealthCare. I was happy to come on board as CEO in 2016 to facilitate our 
affiliation with Preferred Behavioral Health Group and lead our organization moving forward. 

Fifty years later, our commitment remains to helping those who need it the most. We still 
see each day as an opportunity to encourage others to make healthy choices and reach 
their full potential. Today, Oaks offers more than 230 unique programs for children, adults 
and families throughout New Jersey living with a mental illness, developmental disability 
or addiction. 

YOU- our special donors, volunteers, partners and employees- are our story. On behalf 
of our Board of Trustees, thank you for standing by our side through 50 years of 
commitment to the most vulnerable members of our community. Your  
dedication to our mission continues to shape our story today. 

Cheers to the next chapter in our journey,

Derry Holland 
Chief Executive Officer
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Get Your Family in GEAR  
Saturday, September 29

10 am - 3 pm • rain or shine  
Moorestown Mall parking lot

Construction Trucks
Fire Truck 
Police Car
Tow Truck
Tractor Trailers
…And Many More!

Proceeds benefit the Oaks Integrated Care Food Pantries.

Trucks to  
   Explore

Fun For The Whole Family

#HonkForHunger

*Tickets for food and 
activities available  
for purchase

Face Painting GamesFood
Moon Bounce

Music and More! 
Basket Auction

Kids 
FREE!
Adults $5.00

Get Involved! To sponsor or bring a vehicle to the event, contact the  
Development Office at 609-267-5928 or visit www.oaksintcare.org.

The recent tragic deaths of celebrities continue to raise awareness of the alarming rise in suicide 
rates across the United States. Suicide is the 10th leading cause of death, with nearly 45,000 
Americans taking their own lives each year, according to the American Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention. It also reminds us that mental illness and suicide have no boundaries, afflicting 
young and old alike regardless of gender, ethnicity and socioeconomic status.

No one should have to face mental illness alone. Unfortunately, too often people don’t know 
how to ask for help or simply don’t know where to find it. As a Trauma Informed organization, 
Oaks plays an important role, not just in providing mental health services, but also in preventing 
suicide by engaging with the children, adults and families we serve. Our job is to create a 
compassionate and safe experience for everyone who walks through our door.

If you or a loved one are experiencing thoughts of suicide, we encourage you to utilize 
available resources and seek professional help. The truth remains that with treatment, 
people living with mental illness can find the path to recovery and live happy, productive and 
successful lives. 

The National Suicide Prevention Hotline: 1-800-273-TALK 
New Jersey Suicide Prevention Hopeline: 1-855-654-6735
For more information about Oaks’ services, visit www.oaksintcare.org or call our Access Center: 1-800-963-3377.

Suicide Prevention: Speak Out and Seek Help
Robin Williams. Chris Cornell. Chester Bennington.  
Now, Kate Spade and Anthony Bourdain.



 

Recovery Specialist, Stephen Kavalkovich, represented Oaks at a roundtable discussion on addiction hosted by SJ Magazine.

Thank you Cherry Hill Chick-fil-A volunteers for donating  

your time as part of the First 100 Day of Service Road Trip!

Thank you Chick-fil-A for donating new books and 
swimwear to the children we serve! 

Oaks was proud to receive a proclamation from the  

Camden County Freeholders in recognition of Mental  

Health Month in May.

We were honored to receive the Spirit of Giving Award 
and Connie Martin Agency Director Award at the 
United Way of Greater Philadelphia and Southern New 
Jersey Community Awards Celebration!

Thank you to The Bag Project for donating duffle bags filled with blankets, toys and toiletries. 



Rachel’s Journey  
to Recovery 

Thirty-year-old Rachel suffered from  
depression and Dissociative Identity Disorder 
due to traumatic experiences throughout  
her life, beginning when she was a young  
child. She experienced the trauma of sexual 
abuse by a family member which led her to  
run away at the age of 14. Years later, she  
found love and married but ended up in a 
domestic violence situation.  

With no friends or family to turn to for support, 
drugs became Rachel’s way to escape her 
haunting experiences. She found herself 
trapped in the grips of addiction and no longer 
recognized the person she had become. After 
trying rehab twice with no success, she was 
introduced to Oaks in January of 2017. 

Oaks quickly became her beacon of hope 
for recovery. She started the journey with 
outpatient detox and later moved on to 
outpatient counseling, partial care program 
and support groups. Rachel shares, “The staff 
at Oaks were so loving, caring and devoted. 
They put their whole being into helping other 
people succeed and are there to catch you if 
you fall.” 

In March, Rachel moved to Kansas to care 
for her sick grandmother and is grateful for a 
fresh start. The future is bright as she begins 
a new chapter and works towards her goal of 
obtaining her pilot’s license over the summer! 

Rachel’s story shows that no matter how far you 
fall, there are always opportunities to achieve 
wellness and recovery. For more information 
about services, visit www.oaksintcare.org or 
call our Access Center: 1-800-963-3377.

#YouAreOurStory
Thank you to all of our guests, sponsors and honorees for joining us to 

celebrate 50 years of commitment to our community.

BB&T • Beverly and Tom Tranovich
Capehart Scatchard • Innovative Benefit Planning
Innovative Compensation and Benefits Concepts

Lammey + Giorgio • Renaissance Promotions • Wegmans

Special thanks to Kathy Orr, Weather Anchor, FOX 29 News  
for being a fantastic Emcee! 

Celebration Sponsors

Presenting Sponsor

HONOREES

Impact Sponsor

Anniversary Sponsors

L E G A C Y  A W A R D
THE WHITESELL AND 
HEITZMAN FAMILY

C O M M U N I T Y  
PA R T N E R  A W A R D

VIRTUA 

A D V O C A C Y  A W A R D 
SENATOR TROY  

SINGLETON 

B U S I N E S S  
I M PA C T  A W A R D

PREIT



Before we know it, summer will be over and it will be “Back to School” time! Children 
throughout our community will pick out pencils, notebooks and more for their first day 
of school. Unfortunately, many parents of children in Oaks Integrated Care programs 
cannot afford new backpacks and basic school supplies. These essential items will give 
a child hope and the confidence needed to start the school year off on the right foot!

Give a Child the Confidence 
Needed to Succeed 
August 1-17

Run your OWN drive! Get your co-workers, classmates, community  
or church involved. We can provide your group with a toolkit. 

Make a monetary donation online or by mail.

Drop off donations to one of several convenient drop-off locations  
listed at www.oaksintcare.org from now until August 17.  

YOU can help a child start the school 
year off on the path to success!

1.

2.

3.

Since 2013, Wesley United Methodist Church in Columbus, NJ has donated personal  
care packages called “Love Sacks” to the Oaks Integrated Care food pantries. In each bag  

they carefully packed snacks and essential personal care items such as toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
deodorant, soap and more! Oaks Integrated Care gives the special packages to individuals and 

families who are homeless or living in a motel. These essential items that many of us take for granted 
make a world of difference to our consumers’ health and wellness. 

 Thank you Wesley United Methodist Church for your dedication  
to our community. We are extremely grateful for your continued support!

Wesley United Methodist Church
DONOR SPOTLIGHT

Wesley United Methodist Church 
24573 East Main Street

Columbus, NJ 08022
columbusmethodistnj.org

Questions? Please contact the Development Office at 609-267-5928.

D O N AT I O N  I D E A S : 
✔  Backpacks & lunchboxes
✔  Book covers
✔  Calculators (solar & scientific)
✔  Protractors & rulers
✔  Index cards
✔  Scissors 
✔  Glue sticks
✔  Facial tissues & hand sanitizer
✔  Pens & pencils
✔  Three-ring binders with paper
✔  Pocket folders
✔  Erasers & pencil cases
✔  Crayons, markers & highlighters
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Executive Staff
Derry Holland, CEO
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Karen Tanger, COO

770 Woodlane Road
Mount Holly, NJ 08060

If you or someone you know needs our care, please call our confidential point of entry: Access Center 1-800-963-3377

Stay Connected www.oaksintcare.org 

S A V E  T H E  D AT E  •  F R I D AY,  O C T O B E R  1 9 ,  2 0 1 8

For more information about hosting a dinner, ticket sales or sponsorships,  
contact the Development Office at 609-267-5928 or visit www.oaksintcare.org.


